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THE PRUSSIAN DEADLOCK 





HE German provincial elections of April 24 

showed much the same results as the second 
presidential poll two weeks earlier. In the five 
states which elected new Diets and which togeth- 
er comprise five-sixths of the Reich, the National 
Socialists obtained an average of about 35 per 
cent of the votes. The smaller conservative 
groups have been almost entirely absorbed by the 
Hitlerites and even the Social Democrats have lost 
heavily, while the Communists have made only 
slight gains. In Prussia, the National Socialists 
elected 162 members of the new Diet, whose party 
composition, as compared with the old legislature, 
is as follows: 


1932 1928 

National Socialist party .................00 162 6 
National People’s party ......................+ 31 82 
I I a oon i ceisndicisietieeeieniek) GRION 12 
Christian Socialist party ..................... 2. wees 
INE: BOOET cccsncnssnesessinneuserteorineunsten 1 5 
IN MIE is iscccicbsdcsenuicasessscemisiicaiees: seaiie 21 
Le en 7 40 
IS III saad ectucn viitemreostenioeaiinaiaal 67 71 
eee. 2 21 
Social Democratic party ....................00+ 93 1387 
PIES WOBE cccccscscscccoceceveneccsncvsseveces 57 56 
SIE sccnusivinnsneineaninonsenisseevesnniienntaks aliens 2 
MMOD scsticcccadeccicentanninioce cco 422 453 


The coalition of Social Democrats, Catholic 
Centrists and Democrats (State party) which has 
governed Prussia since 1925, now holds exactly 
the same number of mandates as the Nazis. Even 
with the other parties to the Right of the Center, 
however, the Hitlerites would control only 48 per 
cent of the Diet, so that neither side has a major- 
ity, and the balance of power rests either with 
the Communists or with the Catholic Center. 


Under new rules of procedure which were 
hastily passed by the old Diet on April 12 on the 
eve of its dissolution, the Prussian Premier must 
be elected by an absolute majority of the legisla- 
ture. The new Prussian Diet will convene on 
May 24 and Otto Braun will continue in office un- 


til a government is formed. Berlin dispatches 
indicate that the elastic Center party may en- 
deavor to break the deadlock by entering a coali- 
tion with the Nazis and the other Right parties. 
The Hitlerites express their willingness to work 
with any one “who wants a nationalist Prussia 
filled with a sense of social justice,” but add that 
Adolf Hitler must appoint the Prussian Premier. 
The Centrists assert their readiness to “work with 
all parties determined to serve the weal of the 
entire state on a constitutional foundation,” but 
stress their continued opposition to “a one-sided 
party dictatorship.” Such a coalition would give 
Prussia a government based on a stable parlia- 
mentary majority; it would also tend to moderate 
the Nazi régime. 

Should these negotiations fail, the Communists 
would hold the balance of power when the Diet 
meets. Acting on the theory that a Nazi govern- 
ment in Prussia would further the Communist 
cause by creating grave disturbances, the Left 
extremists might support the Nazis. In pursu- 
ance of this policy, many Communists apparently 
voted for Hitler in the presidential elections. 

The election returns in Wiirttemberg, Ham- 
burg, Anhalt and Bavaria present much the same 
picture as in Prussia, except that in tiny Anhalt 
the Nazis polled more than 40 per cent of the votes 
and consequently might be able to form a Right 
coalition without Centrist participation. In Ba- 
varia, however, the Bavarian People’s party is 
still the largest group by a scant 2,000 votes and 
the Communists hold the balance of power. Thus 
five-sixths of Germany finds itself politically dead- 
locked. : 

The fate of the Reich government is inextric- 
ably bound up with developments in Prussia. 
Should the Center party decide to join a coalition 
with the Nazis, it would doubtless entail a reor- 
ganization of the Reich cabinet along the same 
lines and might even force dissolution of the 
Reichstag. It is reported that the Nazis demand 
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a general] election as the price of cooperation with 
the Center party in Prussia. Furthermore, the 
federal Reichsrat, which is composed of represen- 
tatives from each state, will doubtless now contain 
so many Nazis that legislation will be further 
hampered. 


Thus almost the only stable element in the con- 
fused German political situation is the re-election 
of President von Hindenburg. This fact will be 
the more important should the Nazis try their 
hand at governing. Political responsibility cannot 
fail to deflate the movement and result in the dis- 
illusionment of millions of desperate voters who 
have pinned their hopes to Hitler’s all-embracing 
promises. 


In Austria, too, where elections were held on 
April 24 for the Vienna Diet and two other pro- 
vincial legislatures, the National Socialists made 
startling gains and the present Federal govern- 
ment lost its majority. While the Socialists re- 
main in control of the Vienna Diet, in the prov- 
inces the Nazis wiped out the former conservative 
parties and for the first time play an important 
role in Austria. Political extremism, like finan- 
cial panic, is no respecter of frontiers. 


MILDRED S. WERTHEIMER. 


Arms Reduction—Geneva and Washington 


The Disarmament Conference reached an im- 
portant decision on April 22 when it unanimously 
approved the principle of “qualitative disarma- 
ment” and recommended the selection of certain 
classes of weapons with a view to their prohibi- 
tion or internationalization. This resolution, in- 
troduced by Great Britain, was supported by all 
the countries which had urged the abolition of so- 
called aggressive weapons—such as tanks, heavy 
mobile artillery, and bombing aircraft—and also 
by France, which had proposed that aggressive 
weapons be placed at the disposal of the League 
of Nations. The Conference adopted a second res- 
olution which extended the principle of qualitative 
reduction to air and naval armaments. It is prob- 
able that as a result of this resolution the United 
States will be confronted with a proposal to abol- 
ish the battleship on the ground that the latter is 
an aggressive weapon. The Special Commission 
will now proceed to draw up a list of aggressive 
weapons; nevertheless the fundamental conflict 
as to whether these weapons should be put at the 
League’s disposal, in accordance with the French 
plan, or abolished outright remains to be settled. 


While the United States is advocating disarm- 
ament at Geneva and drastic retrenchment at 
home, it has failed to provide for major reduc- 
tions in the Army and Navy appropriations this 
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year. In his economy program, President Hoover 
has opposed cuts for the military services propor. 
tional to those which he recommends for the ciyjj 
departments. The Navy Bill, which was reported 
to the House on April 25, authorizes appropria. 
tions somewhat less than the total voted for 1932 
but actually provides for an increase in expendi. 
tures for new construction and the modernization 
of battleships. The appropriation for new con. 
struction in 1933 totals $33,000,000, as compared 
with $38,000,000 for 1932; an unexpended balance 
of $27,000,000 will be available in 1933, how. 
ever, bringing the total for this purpose to $60. 
000,000. The program for modernization of three 
battleships begun last year is continued with ap 
appropriation of $14,000,000, despite the fact that 
proposals for abolition of battleships are under 
consideration at Geneva. 


The War Department Bill now in committee 
is expected to recommend reductions of approxi- 
mately $25,000,000 from the total of $295,000,000 
recommended by the Budget Bureau for 1933, 
Representative Ross Collins, chairman of the 
House Sub-Committee on Military Appropria- 
tions, is advocating the retirement of 2,000 regu- 
lar officers and a reduction in expenditures on 
military training camps and the R. O. T. €. 
Moreover, the Federal Economy Bill, reported 
April 24, proposes to save from $25,000,000 
to $100,000,000 by consolidating the War and 
Navy Departments into a Department of Na 
tional Defense, following the example recently 
set by France. This proposal, however, is op 
posed by President Hoover and by both depart- 
ments, on the ground that it would impair eff- 
ciency without achieving substantial savings. The 
Special Economy Bill also provides that the cost 
of maintaining the Philippine Scouts, which totals 
$5,000,000 a year, should be transferred from the 
Federal government to that of the Philippines. 
In view of the fact that the Philippine Scouts are 
part of the Regular Army of the United States, 
and that the Philippines are confronted with a 
budget deficit, this latter proposal has been re- 
garded as grossly unfair to the Islands. 


WILLIAM T. STONE. 





Russia: Market or Menace? by Thomas D. Campbell. 
York, Longmans, Green, 1932. $2.00. 


Mr. Campbell, who acted as the Soviet government’s ad- 
viser with respect to large-scale farming, strongly advo- 
cates trade with the Soviet Union, which he regards as 
the best present-day market for American goods. 


New 


Is Capitalism Doomed? by Lawrence Dennis. New York, 


Harpers, 1932. $3.00. 
A stimulating attack on our present credit system, with 
special reference to foreign loans. 
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@® "The World Today’ 


During May and June James G. McDonald’s radio talks will deal with 
the international factors in the economic crisis. They will be broadcast as 
usual every Thursday evening, at 6:30 Eastern Daylight Saving Time, 
over a nation-wide WEAF-NBC network. This series is expected to con- 
dude his program until next fall. 

May 5—An Interdependent World 

12— World-Wide Economic Disorganization 
19—Paying for the War 

26—Governments as ‘‘Shylocks” and “Defaulters” 
2—Shall International Trade Be Stifled ? 
9—Gold—tTyrant or Servant? 

16—Lending and Selling Abroad? 

23—The Task at Lausanne 

30—The Challenge to Capitalism 


June 


Single copies of the talks and a list of reading suggestions will be sent 
upon request addressed to Mr. McDonald in care of the National Broad- 
casting Company, 711 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


® © The Staff—Here and There 


RAYMOND L. BUELL will lead a four-day round table conference at the 
Williamstown Institute of Politics in August on “Limitation of Arma- 
ments.” MAXWELL S. STEWART will conduct one of the tours of ‘“The 
Open Road” to Russia this summer. JAMES G. MCDONALD will speak at 
the Annual Meeting of the F. P. A. Baltimore Branch on May 3, and for 
the Political Association at Vassar College, Poughkeepsie, on May 7. 
WiLLiAM T. STONE will speak on “Disarmament” at a meeting of the 
New Jersey Conference on the Cause and Cure of War in Princeton, 
May 12. 


* © Newspaper Editors and the F. P. A. 


A questionnaire was sent recently to the editorial departments and 
Washington correspondents of the papers receiving FOREIGN POLICY 
REPORTS, asking for suggestions with regard to their usefulness. A 
great number of interesting comments came in from widely scattered parts 


of the country. F. P. A. members may be interested in a few typical 
teplies. 


These reports are absolutely indispensable—the best material of the kind that 


comes to the American press. We subscribe to many foreign reviews but get noth- 


ing as useful as your reports. Richmond, Va. 
They are very helpful, especially in their relation to our service for Latin Amer- 
ican member papers. 


Washington representative of an important newspaper syn- 
dicate. 


The reports are already excellent. Boston, Mass. 
They are excellently adapted to editorial and reportorial research. 
ton correspondent. 


A Washing- 


No suggestions. Excellent as it is. 


Grand Island, Neb. 


No suggestions. They are splendid aid in writing editorials and in keeping in 


San Jose, Cal. 


touch with current changes. 
We find them very valuable. Chicago, Il. 
They are prepared excellently for editorial assistance. New Haven, Conn. 


Your bulletins have frequently served as the basis of our editorials and articles, 
and as a result have been of great value to us. New York, N. Y. 


F. P. A. NOTES 
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© © An Editorial 
From The Boston Herald, April 25, 1932 


The Boston branch of the Foreign Policy As- 
sociation ended its season Saturday with the tenth 
meeting in a successful year. At the end of the 
war it was plain that international questions were 
going to enter more largely into the thinking of 
the average American than ever before. Of the 
numerous agencies for the discussion of these sub- 
jects, the Foreign Policy Association, established 
in New York in 1918, has proved itself one of 
the best. There are branches scattered about the 
country in many cities and a general membership 
of about 15,000. 


The association maintains a research staff, pub- 
lishes bulletins and conducts each year a series of 
luncheon discussions . . . The success of such an 
organization obviously must depend on the quality 
not only of the persons who speak but of the 
auditors. . . 


The prestige of the “F. P. A.” is now so high 
that many speakers from abroad as well as emi- 
nent leaders at home are glad to appear at these 
discussions. It is significant that in the past year 
there has been keen interest in international af- 
fairs as reflected in the attendance at these meet- 
ings and in the demand for the literature issued 
by the association . . . “Entangling alliances” are 
one thing and informed interest in international 
affairs another, and whatever may be thought of 
the former there can be no doubt of the desirabil- 
ity of the latter. 


© © The Research Department 


The Research Department staff is made up of 
the following experts in specific fields, each hav- 
ing also a general knowledge of international af- 
fairs. 


RAYMOND LESLIE BUELL, Research Director 


T. A. Bisson—The Far East, India 
Vera Micheles 
Italy 


Dean—Russia, Eastern Europe, 


Maxwell S. Stewart—Economics and Finance 
William T. 


Stone—Armaments, American Foreign 
Policy 


Mildred S. Wertheimer—Central Europe, Germany 


Ernest Galarza—Spain, Latin America 
Mabel Satterlee Ingalls—The Balkan States 


Helen Howell Moorhead—International Opium 
Traffic 

John C. de Wilde—France, International Organ- 
ization 


Wilbur L. Williams—The British Empire 


Ona K. D. Ringwood, Librarian 
Elizabeth Batterham, Secretary 


The activities of the research staff are not con- 
fined solely to the writing of the FOREIGN 
POLICY REPORTS and BULLETIN, but include 
speaking for other organizations, as well as for 
the F. P. A., and writing for prominent maga- 
zines and newspapers. Hundreds of inquiries are 
answered by letter and telephone each month, cov- 
ering numerous technical questions as well as re- 
quests for study outlines, bibliographies and other 
The graph on 
the following page illustrates the way the Re- 
search Department functions. 


material for colleges and schools. 
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